The " Arabic " Incident

On the 24th of August, in accordance with instructions from
Berlin, I wrote to Mr. Lansing the following letter, which was
immediately published :

a.ve received instructions from my Government to address
to you the following observations : Up to the present no reliable
information has been received as to the circumstances of the
torpedping of the Arabic. The Imperial Government, therefore,
trusts that the Government of the United States will refrain from
taking any decided steps, so long as it only has before it one-
sided reports which my Government believe do not in any way
correspond to the facts. The Imperial Government hopes that
it may be allowed an opportunity of being heard. It has no
desire to call in question the good faith of those eye-witnesses
whose stories have been published by the European Press, but
it considers that account should be taken of the state of emo-
tion, under the influence of which, this evidence was given,
and which might well give rise to false impressions. If American
subjects have really lost their lives by the torpedoing of this
ship, it was entirely contrary to the intentions of my Government,
which has authorized me to express to the Government of the
United States their deepest regrets, and their most heartfelt
sympathy."
Fortunately, as already mentioned, orders had been given
before the torpedoing of the Arabic, to all submarine commanders
hat no liner should be sunk before preliminary warning had
teeu given, and the non-combatants had been placed in safety,
twsless &,ny ships tried to escape or offered resistance. At the
end ot August I received an official statement to this effect,
intended for my use in the negotiations over the Lusitania
question. This statement caused the first hitch in these negotia-
tions. The American Government regarded the term " liner "
as comprising every steamer plying on recognized routes as
distinguished from the so-called " tramp steamer/' The German
Naval authorities, on the other hand, averred that their reserva-
tion only applied to the large ships of the regular passenger
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